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THE EXHIBITION 

Travel 2000 years back in time when massive 
construction and large scale technological innovation 
led to the largest globally-integrated economy the 
world had ever seen. 
 
The internationally acclaimed exhibition brings to life 
the lost and forgotten technology and inventions that 
se the Roman Empire apart from the rest of the 
world and which continues to influence us to this 
day.  
 
Themes: 
 
•  From Republic to Empire Timeline 
•  Military Genius 
•  All Roads Lead to Rome 
•  Building Rome 
•  Lifestyle & Entertainment 

 



EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 

 S.T.E.M / S.T.E.A.M content 
 Suitable for school excursions  

 Intergenerational appeal  

 Key curriculum areas include: 
•  Physics, Science 

•  Simple Machines, Engineering 

•  Geography 
•  History, Sociology 

•  Economics, Politics 

•  Art, Architecture 

•  Languages (Italian) 

Acknowledgments: 
  
Italian Education Resources developed by: 
Rosaria Zarro, Teacher, Cairns School of Distance Education 
English translation by Maria Teresa Rizzo 
  
All images courtesy of Artisans of Florence International Pty Ltd  
  
The following educational resources are suitable for students of Italian at 
a beginners/intermediate level and can be used during self-guided visits 
to the exhibition Ancient Rome: The empire that shaped the world. 
Included are classroom activities before and after visiting the exhibition. 



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 

REFLECT AND REPORT 
 
After visiting Ancient Rome: The empire 
that changed the world report to another 
class what you have seen and 
experienced. Were there things you would 
have liked to have seen but which were 
not included in the exhibition? 

From this list select activities that are suitable for the age and ability of your students. 
 
Reel Romans: Introduce students to ancient Roman culture by watching movies set in the 
Roman Empire (e.g.Gladiator, Ben Hur). Have them take note of clothing technology 
cityscapes and landscapes to build a picture of what life was like. Do they think such movies 
are historically accurate? Have them present their findings in a written or oral report.  
  
Latin lingo: Have students research Latin root words and create a list of modern English 
language words derived from these and their meanings. Research and comment on the 
influence of ancient Roman culture and language on our lives today. 
  
Roman recreation: Have students research the role of gladiators in ancient Roman Society. 
Who were they and what purpose did they serve? What other recreational activities did 
Pompeii and have? What evidence of this is there question mark compare these with the 
leisure and recreational activities available in modern times. Students could imagine they lived 
in Pompeii and create an Illustrated brochure, flyer or similar piece of advertising for the 
recreational activities available to its citizens similar to those published by local councils today 
(e.g. gym, pool, dance classes etc). 
  
Document study: Have the students research online for ‘Seneca Gladiatorial Games’ to find 
the account of gladiatorial games that the Roman philosopher Seneca wrote in a letter to a 
friend. Have students analyse his account and express what they believed his main concerns 
to be. Do you agree or disagree with his opinions? 
  
Astounding archaeology: Research the role of archaeologists and other speciality areas they 
liaise with such, as forensics and microbiology, and find out what skills, experience and tools 
they use to piece together the past. Then investigate the re-discovery of the ancient cities of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum. Why were these two cities so important to the study of history? 
What have we been able to learn? 
 



SCAVENGER HUNT 
Look for the display cases below and match the objects to the professions using arrows.  

The general  The gladiator  The emperor  The teacher  The student   



SCAVENGER HUNT 
Choose two objects and write something about them to answer the following questions.  
 

Object 1: 

Name of the object: 

Its purpose: 

Its colour: 

Who would have used this object?  

 

 

 
Object 2: 

Name of the object: 

Its purpose: 

Its colour: 

Who would have used this object?  
 
 
 



Answer in English: 

FROM REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE 
Roman coins 
 

Find the real Roman coins in the exhibition  and answer the 
questions. 
 
Name of the objects: 
 ___________________________________________ 
 
Purpose of the objects:  
___________________________________________ 
 
Colour of the objects: 
 ___________________________________________ 
 
What materials are the objects made from: 
___________________________________________ 
 
In what context(s) were these objects used? (Circle the answers) 
  
commerce             entertainment          everyday life        work 
 
 



MILITARY GENIUS 
The Ram 
The ram (Ariete in Italian) is an animal which we associate with the star sign Aries. 
Answer the following questions about this object. 

What is the purpose of the object: 
 
What is its colour: 
 
What materials are used in the construction of the object: 
 
Why do you think this object is included in the exhibition? 
What does it represent? 
Is it an object that you have seen before? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 



MILITARY GENIUS 
Choose one of the objects of war that you find interesting in the exhibition.  
Draw a sketch of it in the box and answer the following questions. 
 
 

What is the purpose of the object: 
 
What is its colour: 
 
What materials are used in the construction of the object: 
 
Why do you think this object is included in the exhibition? 
What does it represent? 
Is it an object that you have seen before? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 



MILITARY GENIUS 
Legionnaire Kit 
 
What are the contents of the kit? 
Match the items with the words using arrows. 

 Frying Pan   

 Waterbottle   

 Rations sack    

 Pick-Axe      

 Sidus Valis (3pcs)    

 Sidus Valis Key   



MILITARY GENIUS 
Legionnaire Uniform 
 
What did they wear? 
Match the items to the words using arrows. 

Helmet 

Shield 

Sandals 

Belt 

Cloak 

Lorica Armour 

Weapon 

Sheath 

 

 

 

 



MILITARY GENIUS 
Centurion Uniform 
 
What did they wear? 
Match the items to the words using arrows. 
. 

Helmet 

Shield 

Sandals 

Weapon 

Sheath 

Belt 

Tunic 

Chainmail 

Cloak 

Shin guards 

 



Answer in English: 

MILITARY GENIUS 
Soldier Uniform 
 
What did they wear? 
Match the items to the words using arrows. 

 

Leather Helmet 

Leather Armour 

Shield 

Weapon 

Tunic 

Sandals 

 

 Why do you think these objects of clothing were included in the exhibition? 
What do the different and elaborate uniforms tell us about the rank of these 
different soldiers? 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 



Answer in English: 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME 
Archimedes Screw 

What is the purpose of the object: 
 
What is its colour: 
  
What materials are used in the construction of the object: 
  
  
Why do you think this object was included in the exhibition?  
 
What does it represent?  
 
Is it an object that you have seen before? 
 
 
 
In what context(s) were these objects used? (Circle the answers) 
  
commerce        entertainment      everyday life        work 
 



Answer in English: 

BUILDING ROME 
Vitruvian Crane 
 

What is the purpose of the object: 
 
What is its colour: 
  
What materials are used in the construction of the object: 
  
  
Why do you think this object was included in the exhibition?  
 
What does it represent?  
 
Is it an object that you have seen before? 
 
 
 
In what context(s) were these objects used? (Circle the answers) 
  
commerce        entertainment      everyday life        work 
 
 



Answer in English: 
 

BUILDING ROME 
Waterwheel (Noria) 

What is the purpose of the object: 
 
What is its colour: 
  
What materials are used in the construction of the object: 
  
  
Why do you think this object was included in the exhibition?  
 
What does it represent?  
 
Is it an object that you have seen before? 
 
 
 
In what context(s) were these objects used? (Circle the answers) 
  
commerce        entertainment      everyday life        work 
 
 



Answer in English: 

BUILDING ROME 
Potter’s Wheel & Terracotta Pots 

What is the purpose of these objects: 
 
What are their colour: 
  
What materials are used in the construction of the objects: 
  
  
Why do you think these objects were included in the exhibition?  
 
What do they represent?  
 
Are they objects that you have seen before? 
 
 
 
In what context(s) were these objects used? (Circle the answers) 
  
commerce        entertainment      everyday life        work 
 
 



LIFESTYLE & ENTERTAINMENT 
The Gladiators 

In your opinion, were the helmets on display the kind that were used by the 
gladiators for combat or ceremony? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
What other sports did the ancient Romans play? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Because many helmets and armour worn by gladiators were highly 
decorated, many historians believe that they were used purely for 
ceremonial purposes.  
 
Do you think this helmet was used in combat or for ceremonial occasions? 



Answer in English: 

LIFESTYLE & ENTERTAINMENT 
Gladiator Weapons / Tools  
 

 
 
 

What objects can you see in the display case? 
  
List them below: 
 
 
 
 

In your opinion, what were the dice used for? 
____________________________________________________ 
 



Answer in English: 

LIFESTYLE & ENTERTAINMENT 
Pompeii Style Fresco 

Clue: Observe what the woman is holding in her hand and what she is wearing. 
 

Who is the woman in the fresco painting? 
In your opinion, was she a noble woman or a slave? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Why? 
___________________________________________________________ 



Answer in English:

FROM REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE 

Find out about all the touring exhibitions 
by the Artisans of Florence International 

www.artisansofflorence.com 


